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Challenges in Learning English as a Second Language and Possible Solutions
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English as a second language defines the learning activities of students who take up to study the language by non-native speakers in an English-speaking environment. The environment in this scenario may be one where the English language is the mother tongue, or it has an established role. The term also refers to the functional teaching approaches adopted by educators in such a set-up. The students generally partaking such classes are subjected to other languages at home and within close circles. The students may include those who are adept with more than a single dialect in speaking and writing, and so the term English as a second language is not specific to those students to adapt to just one. The student body in such a setting comprises of people of all ages, but since it is not essential to all students, the standard public school curriculum does not offer it (Leung, Davison, & Mohan, 2014). 
It is common for the students to experience difficulties in pronunciation and grammar of the English language. This situation arises since the students have already established various aspects of speech for their native language, and as such, their rhythm and melody has already in place. Another central reason behind this is the teacher's focus on communicational knowledge and complete disregard for pronunciation which affects the grammar of the student. The students have difficulty in the perception of the phonological differences between their native dialect and English, and lack of practice within and out of the classrooms leads to further problems in comprehension of the language altogether. This lack of understanding affects the pronunciation and grammar. Another contributory factor is the accent of the student leading to misunderstandings brought about by their poor articulation and improper alignment of grammar. 
The English language is very dependent on segmentals, the schwa narrative and prosody in the determination of cues, confirm if an item is new or it is one they speaker and listener are already aware of, to track relevant information, and to predict when one topic is ending, and another begins. Due to this dependency, speaking without these prosodic cues is baffling to a listener affecting comprehension. Segmental refers to the minimally distinctive units of sound that shape the meaning of words and phrases. The teachers can prioritize learning of segmental in teaching intonations for the various consonant and vowel sounds. The schwa narrative describes the sense of a vowel according to its placement in a word or syllable and the stressed and unstressed syllables. Teachers should include in their programs the task to learn the difference between explicit and reduced vowels as is essential to the stress held by the syllables in words and phrases. Prosody, also referred to as super-segmentals, are divided into word stress, rhythm, prominence, though groups, linking and final intonation. Prosody is essential in the comprehension of pronunciation since they conform to the core pronunciation features in the language (Li & Post, 2014). 
Another dependency is the phonemic interference which involves identification of the meaning-bearing in linguistic units, and a necessary entity in the decoding of the message. Teachers find it puzzling to address these challenges in a classroom setup since there are little to no appropriate tools and defined standards on what pronunciation practice should include. Diversification of teaching programs is essential to accommodate the needs of a particular set of students. Such efforts will see the educators turning to integrate pronunciation instruction with every introduction of new vocabulary. Such attempts should involve speaking it out in class for every student. The educators can also opt to target grammar into pronunciation exercises since it is mutually enforcing and aids to fix lexical and syntactic aspects.
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